STAGS LEAP DISTRICT

I.  History


A.  Initial Plantings
1.  1878 – the region’s first winery, Occidental Winery, was built

2.  1893 – Horace Chase established the first winery to bear the Stags' Leap name.  

3.  1880s - 1933 - The Napa Valley wine industry was booming, but then phylloxera and Prohibition changed everything.  Many of the region's farmers converted their vineyards to orchards. 

4.  1961 – Nathan Fay planted the region's first Cabernet vineyards
B.  Judgment of Paris
1.  1970 – Warren Winiarski started Stag's Leap Wine Cellars 

2.  1976 - His 1973 Cabernet Sauvignon scored higher than Bordeaux's entrants in the Steven Spurrier-staged blind tasting that came to be called the Judgment of Paris.  

3.  1986 - The impact of this event was reinforced ten years later when exactly the same wines were tasted a second time. 

-  The winner was yet another wine from the Stags Leap District: the 1972 Clos Du Val Cabernet Sauvignon.

4.  2007 – Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars sold to Antinori-Ste Michelle Wine Estates

C.  Stag’s Leap v. Stags’ Leap.  Stag's Leap Wine Cellars and neighbor Stags' Leap Winery sued and countersued each other over use of the name "Stag's Leap."  In 1986 the case reached the California Supreme Court. The decision was that both wineries kept their respective names, but each had a different placement of the apostrophe (before or after the "s").


D.  Establishment of the AVA ( 1989
1.  The first of Napa’s sub-AVAs AND the first viticultural area in the United States to be approved based on the distinctive characteristics of its soils. 

2.  It takes its name from the legend of a stag who successfully eluded indigenous hunters by leaping to freedom across the District's landmark peaks.

II.  Location & Climate


A.  Location

1.  United States ( California ( Napa Valley ( Stags Leap District (AVA)

2.  Located on the lower hillsides of the SE corner of the valley

3.  Size: Barely a mile wide and 3 miles long (roughly the same size as Central Park in NYC)

4.  Borders are: 

a.  East: Stags Leap Palisades

b.  West: Napa River and gently rolling hills

c.  North: Yountville Cross Road 

d.  South: low-lying flatlands


B.  Climate: Mediterranean
1.  Rock facades of the palisades reflect the heat of the sun onto the vineyards below, causing temperatures to rise more quickly than in neighboring vineyards.

2.  SLD located 15 miles from San Pablo Bay
a.  Receives cool, moist breezes that blow northwards up the valley from San Pablo Bay.

b.  The cooling effect of this breeze + nighttime air descending off the mountains and hills = lower nighttime temperatures ( balanced acidity in the grapes

III.  Topography

A.  Soil: Great diversity of soils within SLD but two main types predominate:

1.  Eroded volcanic soils. Soils on the eastern elevation are the result of volcanic eruptions that took place millions of years ago, as well as the slow erosion of the arid Vaca Mountains. 

2.  Old river sedimentary soils. 

a.  In the lowland area, where a much broader Napa River once ran, old river sediments have created a blend of loams with a clay-like substructure. 

b.  These gravely soils are coarser and retain less water than most resulting in low-vigor vines that yield fruit of great intensity and flavor—the "rock soft" wines of the Stags Leap District.

B.  Elevation: on the valley floor/lower hillsides of Napa Valley

C.  Bodies of Water: 

1.  Napa River forms Western boundary

2.  San Pablo Bay is 15 miles south

IV.  Grapes & Production

A.  Grapes: overwhelming red dominant
1.  Red – Cabernet Sauvignon (most planted), Merlot,  Petite Sirah, Sangiovese



2.  White – very minimal plantings of Sauvignon Blanc & Chardonnay


B.  Acreage: total AVA roughly 2,700 acres, 1,350 are planted to grapes 

C.  Vineyards and Producers


1.  Vineyards: 

· FAY 

· S.L.V. (aka Stag’s Leap Vineyards)

· Stags’ Leap Estate Vineyard

· Steltzner

· Silverado

· Joseph Phelps 



2.   Producers: 

· Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars

· Stags’ Leap Winery 

· Clos du Val

· Shafer Vineyards

· Cliff Lede Vineyards

· Chimney Rock Winery

· Pine Ridge Vineyards

· Silverado Vineyards

V.  Wine Characteristics

A.  Reds: Satiny texture and supple tannins.  Pronounced sour cherry, blackberry, and black currant flavors and chocolate notes. Beautiful mid-palate structure and an elegant finish with finesse.

B.  Whites: such a miniscule amount made – no “general” characteristics applicable to all

