ANCIENT LAKES

I.  History

A.  Ancient – area was formed by the Missoula Floods, a series of cataclysmic events that occurred at the end of the last Ice Age ( floodwaters poured into the area scouring out the plunge-pools of the region

B.  Modern 

1.  Ancient Lakes of Columbia Valley (full name) became the 13th AVA in Washington State on October, 18 2012. Named after a series of thirty-five lakes that dot the area.  

2.  Wine grapes have been planted in the Ancient Lakes region since the 1980s.

II.  Location & Climate


A.  Location  

1.  United States ( Washington ( Ancient Lakes (AVA)

2.  Wholly contained within the Columbia Valley AVA.  Borders are:

a.  North: Beezley Hills

b.  East: the eastern edge of the Quincy Basin defined by the manmade Winchester Wasteway canal 

c.  South: the Frenchman Hills 

d.  West: shoreline of the Columbia River 

3.  Points of Interest: the famous Gorge Amphitheatre resides on the western edge of the AVA.


B.  Climate: Continental
1.  More northerly than many of Washington’s growing regions ( heat accumulation begins later and ends sooner.  One of the cooler growing regions in the state.

2.  182 day growing season and very little rainfall - only 6” of rain annually. Irrigation is required due to lack of rainfall.

III.  Topography

A.  Soil 

1.  Varied ( 65 soil types!!  The most common 17 soils make up 88% of the land 


a.  Fine sand along with silt and sandy loam are predominant

b.  Some sites (Evergreen vineyard) have significant deposits of caliche, which is rich in calcium carbonate.

2.  Aridisols: soils formed in arid conditions and contain little organic matter. Wine grapes thrive in these “poor” soils because:

a.  Less nitrogen in the dirt results in a smaller vineyard canopy and

b.  More intense flavors in the grapes.

B.  Elevation: ranges from 570 feet at the edge of the Columbia River to 1,912 feet in the Frenchman Hills to the south.

C.  Aspect: Majority of the appellation has a gentle slope of less than 4% going toward its eastern boundary.

D.  Bodies of Water:

1.  Columbia River: serves as protection from early and late season frost

2.  35 glacial lakes throughout the region moderate temperatures

IV.  Grapes & Production

A.  Grapes: 80% white, 20% red. Over 20 different varieties planted.

1.  White – Riesling (most planted), Viognier, Chardonnay, Pinot Gris, Sauvignon Blanc, Albariño

2.  Red – Cabernet Franc, Syrah, Malbec, Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Pinot Noir


B.  Acreage: total AVA 162,762 acres, 1,608 are planted to grapes 

C.  Vineyards and Producers



1.  Vineyards: Evergreen

2.  Producers: Jones of Washington, Cave B, White Heron Cellars

V.  Wine Characteristics
A.  Whites: Minerality and verve.  Aromas and flavors of lime, lemon, and green apple and often have bright acidity and noticeable minerality.

B.  Reds: streak of acidity, greater degree of earth and herbal notes than reds from other areas of the state

